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members on a mission to clean up a portion of 70th Avenue in Pinellas Park this past Saturday. Hope Peterson introduced Terry Boehm, President of the Pinel-
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: information. 10 out of 16 high schools have been identified as

drop out factories. In 2003 there were 13,607 students who attended the ninth grade.

5,906 of these students received diplomas ( 43%) when the 2007 class graduated. Our children
are dropping out of school in alarming numbers.75% of African American males failed to gradu-
ate in 2005. 35 of the nation’s 50 largest school districts have a better graduation rate than Pinel-
las. 69% percent of students perform below grade level in reading in 2006-2007. 35% percent of
Pinellas county high schools received a “D” grade in 2008.These facts are just the tip of the ice-
berg As parents, business leaders and the future employers of our young people we must act
now. The facts are undeniable. Students are dropping out school in alarming numbers. Thou-
sands of talented and caring Pinellas County Schools teachers are frustrated. They wish they
could do more to help address the problem and inspire their students to learn. It is time for school
board members to place “Students First” instead of Administrators and Teachers first. Become
focused on results rather than the process and it is time for our community to hold them account-
able for student performance. School- based management is the cornerstone of a plan that has
been used effectively by many school districts, both large and small, to drive resources closer to
the students. Some of the recommendations to improve our quality include: Know your Cus-
tomers: This approach recognizes that students, parents, taxpayers and the business community
are customers of the education system. Reallocate Resources and Decentralize: Shift resources
from the school district office to the schools, giving principals authority and training on financial
and budgetary issues, allowing them to be wise managers of resources rather than customers.
Create School Performance Plans:Each school builds a performance plan. Principals assume
responsibility as chief executives of their schools. Principals were more effective when they were
held accountable for the school’s performance plan and they were given the resources to make
the plan successful. End Social Promotion That Set Up Students To Fail: Students who are
not performing at grade level must repeat the grade rather than advance to the next grade with-
out merit. Social promotion perpetuates mediocrity in our schools, allowing students and parents
to believe that they are achieving standards that are not being met. For more information go to:
www.PinellasEducation.org

This Week’s Program: Program Chairman, Peter Molinaro, is
on vacation and President Phil England will fill in for Pete and
show a video message from Rotary International President Dong
Kurn Lee.

Next Week’s Program: Program Chairperson, Joely DelVecchio will present
“Dutch” Hinkle who is a 6th Degree Black Belt “Master Instructor” in the an-
cient art of Ju-Jitsu. He also is a holder of 9 other Black Belts and a honor gradu-
ate of Barry University in Miami Shores. Dutch presently resides in the Tampa
Bay area after a 15-year business sabbatical away from Florida. His topic will be
“Awaken Your Tiger!”




